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DEW POINT, RELATIVE HUMIDITY & CLOUD ALTITUDE LAB ACTIVITY

1. Understanding the Concept

Before you begin this Lab you should be familiar with the following terms & definitions:

a) Adiabatic Rate b) Relative Humidity c) Dew Point

d) Wet & Dry Bulb Thermometers

2. Dew Point & Relative Humidty Lab

2.1 Materials needed:

• Two (2) thermometers

• Some toilet paper or tissue

• Calculator

• eye dropper with water

• Wet & Dry Bulb Tables

2.2 Temperature Conversion Formula

Write down the temperature conversion formulas for  EC to EF &

EF to EC conversions.

2.3 Procedure:

1. Go outside with both thermometers

2. Attach moistened (wet) tissue or toilet paper to the end (bulb) of one of your thermometers. (Leave the other one as

is). 

3. Make sure both thermometers are hanging in the air and do not touch the ground or other objects. Keep the tissue on

the wet bulb thermometer moist. Don’t let it dry out, but don’t let it be sopping wet either.

4. After about five minutes read and record the temperature of both (wet & dry bulb) thermometers. Do NOT read the

wet bulb thermometer right after you have applied a drop of water (wait at least a minute, but make sure the tissue is

still moist).

Units Dry Bulb Temperature Wet Bulb Temperature

EC

EF

5. Use the attached Wet / Dry bulb tables to establish current Relative Humidity & Dew Point!

Date & Time:

Dew Point Temperature Relative Humidity

EC  EF %

6. CLEAN UP WHEN DONE!

3. Address the following questions in your Lab report! Underline the answers in your report and reference your underlined

answers to the appropriate question number: 

1. Why are you able to deduct Relative Humidity & Dew Point by measuring temperature with a wet and a dry bulb

thermometer? (How does this work?)

2. What does this measurement signify? (With other words, what is it good for?)
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Sidenote: What if my numbers are not on the table?

Use a graph to extrapolate the missing numbers!
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ESTIMATION OF CLOUD ALTITUDE

It is possible to estimated the altitude of the cloud base by employing dew point measurements. Include all answers and

calculations in your Lab report. In order to be successful, you must know something about the following:

1. What is adiabatic rise?

2. What is the adiabatic rate for:

EF and feet EF ft

EC  and meters EC m

• First, you will need your measurements for current temperature and dew point temperature. Transfer your

answers into the boxes shown in the graphic below.

• With the values from the table above and the temperatures recorded in the graphic below, you have

everything needed to estimate cloud base altitude. Show in detail how you have solved for altitude using your

established values. Also record your answers in the graphic below!
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